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Alphabets and Writing
A.1.
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

1
It was perhaps a million years after man developed language that he learnt how to put down language in the form of writing. But although writing is only a secondary way of communication, it is very important one. Before writing was invented, a few thousand years ago all the memories and knowledge of mankind had to be handed down by word of mouth alone, by one person speaking to another.

2
Some of the earliest forms of writing were developed in Egypt, where writings had been found more than four thousand years old. These were written not on paper but on papyrus, a water plant which grew along the lower part of the River Nile. The Egyptians discovered that a thin layer of fibres from this plant could be used to write on, and this led to the widespred use of papyrus. The pen the Egyptians used was made from a reed and the ink was made from soot.

3
The very first kind of writing was picture-writing. A picture of an eye stood for the word 'eye', a picture of a dog for 'dog' and a circle stood for the sun. Although exciting stories could be written in this way it is still not a recording of a language. Some progress was made when pictures came to stand for ideas - for example a lion could stand for strenght or a dog for hunting, but the approach to the modern alphabet came when signs were made to stand for the sounds we make when we speak.

4
A good example of this comes from the Sumerians. The sumerian word 'ti' meant 'arrow', so it was shown by a picture of an arrow in the Sumerian picture-writing; but there was also a Sumerian word, 'ti' which meant 'life'. So began to be used for this word too.  

5
Once picture shaped or letters came to stand for sounds instead of things, it was possible to record language in a more exact way, and by using fewer letters. However, many languages did not get rid of picture-writing completely. Two such languages are Chinese and Japanese, to put together a newspaper in Chinese, one needs 7,000 letters and in Japanese, about 2000. 

6
The name 'alphabet' came from the first two letters of Greek alpha and beta , but most scholars think that nearly all existing alphabets came from one early alphabet used 3000 years ago by the Semitic peoples. The shapes of the letters of the early Greek alphabet are the same as those of the Semitic alphabets, and their names which do not mean anything in Greek, are words on the Semitic languages.

A.1.1.
a)
How did man come to invent writing? 

b)
When did we come closer to the modren alphabet ?

c)
Write the names of the languages which still use pictures which stand for ideas?

d)
 Which alphabet did all the today's alphabets come from?

A.1.2.
Form adjectives from the names of the following countries

a)
Uganda



b)
Denmark

c)
Nepal




d)
Uruguay

A.1.3.
Find words in the passage. A paragraph number tells you were to look up the word. 

a)
almost  (5)

b)
made something that was not there before (1)

B.1.
You are Viji the class-monitor of class VII. Write a notice informing your classmates about your visit to the book fair going on at Bokaro Club premises, which your class teacher has organised. Give the details on the programme, the mode of transport, time to be spent there and the project report to be prepared by the class.

B.2.
Suppose you are staying in a residential school. You have not yet received the money sent to you every month by your parents. However, the last date of submission of drill money for the Annual sports day is going to be over by two days. Now write a post card to your parent telling the problem you are going to be in and asking for arranging the money as soon as possible. (in not more than 50 words)     

C.1.
Rearrange the jumbled words to form meaningful sentences.

1.
never /honesty / is / redeemed / once / pawned

2.
noblest / of God / work / man /an/ honest / is / the 

3.
to be honest / to be / of ten thousand / picked  out / is / one man 

D.1.
How can music be immortal? Illustrate it with reference to Tansen's music? (40-50 words)
D.2.
Write in two lines the theme of the songs of the Wondering's singers.
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